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I. Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A safety device for a motor vehicle comprising an 
inflatable curtain having an upper edge and a lower edge, the upper edge being 
adapted to be mounted to the motor vehicle within the interior of the motor vehicle, a 
first portion of an o l ongato, elongate flexible element being attached to and 
extending from the inflatable curtain and engaging with a first guide element fixed to 
the motor vehicle at a position adjacent the upper edge , a second portion of an- 
elongate flexible element being attached to and extending from the inflatable curtain 
and being further attached to the motor vehicle at a point below the first guide 
element, the first and the second portions of elongate flexible element being 
attached to the inflatable curtain adjacent the lower edge at at least one point of 
attachment , the first portion of o l ongato, elongate flexible element i ncorporat i ng 
having a slide member adapted to slidably rota i n a l ongth of retaining the second 
portion of el ongat e , elongate flexible element , the slide member positioned below the 
first guide element, whereby, upon deployment of the inflatable curtain, the lower 
edge and the at least one point of attachment moves to a position below the first 
guide element and the slide member moves upwardly toward the first guide element 
such that the first and second portions of elongate flexible element are placed in 
tension, which exerts tension on the inflatable curtain . 

2. (Currently Amended) The safety device according to Claim 1 wherein 
the first and second portions of o l ongato, elongate flexible element are separate 
segments of a single o l ongato, elongate flexible element. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The safety dov i co accord i ng to C l a i m 1, A safety 
device for a motor vehicle comprising an inflatable curtain having an upper edge and 
a lower edge, the upper edge being adapted to be mounted to the motor vehicle 
within the interior of the motor vehicle, a first portion of elongate flexible element 
being attached to and extending from the inflatable curtain, a second portion of 
elongate flexible element being attached to and extending from the inflatable curtain, 
wherein the first and second portions of o l ongato, elongate flexible element are 
attached to the inflatable curtain at a common point , the first portion of elongate 
flexible element incorporating a slide member adapted to slidably retain a length of 
the second portion of elongate flexible element whereby, upon deployment of the 
inflatable curtain, the first and second portions of elongate flexible element are 
placed in tension, which exerts tension of the inflatable curtain . 

4. Cancelled. 

5. (Currently Amended) The safety device according to C l a i ml Claim 1 
wherein the slide member is in the form of a rigid ring. 

6. (Previously Presented) The safety device according to Claim 1 wherein 
at least one of the first or the second potions of elongate flexible element is elastic. 

7. (Currently Amended) The safety device according to Claim 6 wherein 
both of the first and the second portions of elongate flexible element are elastic. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The safety device according to Claim 5 wherein 
both of the first and the second portions of elongate flexible element are substantially 
inextensible. 

9. (Currently Amended) Tho safoty dov i co accord i ng to C l a i m 1 whoro i n 
tho po i nt of attachment of ono of tho first or tho second port i ons of o l ongato f l ex i b l e 
o l omont to tho i nf l atab l e curta i n A safety device for a motor vehicle comprising an 
inflatable curtain having an upper edge and a lower edge, the upper edge being 
adapted to be mounted to the motor vehicle within the interior of the motor vehicle, a 
first portion of elongate flexible element being attached to and extending from the 
inflatable curtain at a first point of attachment, a second portion of elongate flexible 
element being attached to and extending from the inflatable curtain at a second point 
of attachment, wherein one of the first or the second points of attachment is in the 
form of an elastic connection , the first portion of elongate flexible element 
incorporating a slide member adapted to slidably retain a length of the second 
portion of elongate flexible element whereby, upon deployment of the inflatable 
curtain, the first and second portions of elongate flexible element are placed in 
tension, which exerts tension on the inflatable curtain . 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The safety device according to Claim © 1 wherein 
the at least one point of attachment between of both of the first ef and the second 
portions of elongate flexible element and te the inflatable curtain is in the form of an 
elastic connection. 



11. Cancelled. 



Appln. No. 10/509,768 



Attorney Docket No. 12400-018 
Client Reference No. P16206US 



12. (Currently Amended) The safety device according to Claim 1 44 
whoro i n tho dov i co further compr i sos further comprising a second guide element 
positioned within the motor vehicle at a point below the first guide element, the 
second guide element engaging with the second portion of elongate flexible element 
between the slide member and the inflatable curtain. 

13. (Currently Amended) A safety device for a motor vehicle comprising an 
inflatable curtain having an upper edge and a lower edge, the upper edge being 
adapted to be mounted to the motor vehicle within the interior of the motor vehicle, a 
first portion of elongate flexible element being attached at one end to the inflatable 
curtain at noar tho l owor odgo and engaging with a first guide element fixed to the 
motor vehicle at a position adjacent the upper edge , a second portion of an elongate 
flexible element being attached at one end to the inflatable curtain at noar tho l owor 
e dg e and having a second end attached to the motor vehicle at a point below the 
first guide element, the first and second portions of elongate flexible element being 
attached to the inflatable curtain adjacent the lower edge at at least one point of 
attachment , a second end of the first portion of elongate flexible element 
i ncorporat i ng having a slide member adapted to slidably rota i n a l ength of retaining 
the second portion of elongate flexible element , the slide member positioned below 
the first guide element, whereby, upon deployment of the inflatable curtain, the lower 
edge moves downwardly from the upper edge and the slide member moves 
upwardly toward the first guide element causing the second portion of elongate 
flexible element to slide through the slide member and the first and second portions 
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of the elongate flexible element are placed in tension, which exerts tension on the 
inflatable curtain. 

14. (Currently Amended) The safety device according to C l a i m 13, Claim 13 
wherein the first and second portions of elongate flexible element are separate 
segments of a single o l ongato, elongate flexible element. 

15. (Currently Amended) Tho safety dov i co accord i ng to C l a i m 13, A 
safety device for a motor vehicle comprising an inflatable curtain having an upper 
edge and a lower edge, the upper edge being adapted to be mounted to the motor 
vehicle within the interior of the motor vehicle, a first portion of elongate flexible 
element being attached at one end to the inflatable curtain, a second portion of 
elongate flexible element being attached at one end to the inflatable curtain and 
having a second end attached to the motor vehicle, wherein the first and second 
portions of elongate flexible element are attached to the inflatable curtain at a 
common point near the lower edge, a second end of the first portion of elongate 
flexible element incorporating a slide member adapted to slidablv retain a length of 
the second portion of elongate flexible element whereby, upon deployment of the 
inflatable curtain, the lower edge moves downwardly from the upper edge causing 
the second portion of elongate flexible element to slide through the slide member 
and the first and second portions of elongate flexible element are placed in tension, 
which exerts tension on the inflatable curtain . 

16. (Previously Presented) The safety device according to Claim 13 
wherein the slide member is in the form of a rigid ring. 
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17. (Previously Presented) The safety device according to Claim 13 
wherein at least one of the first or the second portions of elongate flexible element is 
elastic. 

18. (Currently Amended) The safety device according to Claim 13 wherein 
both of the first and the second portions of elongate flexible element are elastic. 

19. (Previously Presented) The safety device according to Claim 13 
wherein both of the first and the second portions of elongate flexible element are 
substantially inextensible. 

20. (Currently Amended) Tho safoty dov i co accord i ng to C l a i m 13 whoro i n 
tho po i nt of attaohmont of ono of tho first or tho sooond port i ons of o l ongato flex i b l e 
ele m e nt to th e i nf l atab le curta i n A safety device for a motor vehicle comprising an 
inflatable curtain having an upper edge and a lower edge, the upper edge being 
adapted to be mounted to the motor vehicle within the interior of the motor vehicle, a 
first portion of elongate flexible element being attached at one end to the inflatable 
curtain at a first point of attachment near the lower edge, a second portion of 
elongate flexible element being attached at one end to the inflatable curtain at a 
second point of attachment near the lower edge and having a second end attached 
to the motor vehicle, wherein one of the first or the second points of attachment is in 
the form of an elastic connection , a second end of the first portion of elongate flexible 
element incorporating a slide member adapted to slidably retain a length of the 
second portion of elongate flexible element whereby, upon deployment of the 
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inflatable curtain, the lower edge moves downwardly from the upper edge causing 
the second portion to slide through the slide member and the first and second 
portions of flexible element are placed in tension, which exerts tension on the 
inflatable curtain . 

21 . (Currently Amended) The safety device according to Claim 1 3 wherein 
the at least one point of attachment between of both of the first ef and the second 
portions of elongate flexible element and te the inflatable curtain is in the form of an 
elastic connection. 

22. Cancelled. 

23. (Currently Amended) The safety device according to Claim 13 22 
whoro i n tho safety dovico further comprisos further comprising a second guide 
element positioned within the motor vehicle at a point below the first guide element, 
the second guide element engaging with the second portion of elongate flexible 
element between the slide member and the inflatable curtain. 



